30 Years at Yatesbury..  SERFs’ Social 23 February 2008
HEADS UP!! …untested speech on the rampa!  5-4-3-2-1-START?!? …misfire, no Start. But I don’t know where to start; someone told me once, if you don’t know where to start, start at the Beginning. And in the Beginning there was PAUL CLARK.

Paul had a London-based friend called Anthony Gemmill, who bought a cottage in Yatesbury, in 1976 – but let Paul Clark take over the story...

“The Yatesbury thing came about because my friend Anthony Gemmill and his wife moved from London to a cottage in Yatesbury. We went to say with them just after I had been sent my first Estes kit - with some motors! - as a present from a friend who was living the USA and knew I had been trying unsuccessfully to import one for ages. We flew it in the Gemill's back garden and low [sic] and behold, its parachute managed to find the power line at the end of the garden. We got it down by shooting through the strings with an air rifle. That would have been the first rocket flight at Yatesbury. I'm not sure of the date but it was surely in 1978…30 years ago!  Anyway, Roger Partridge managed the farm next to the Gemmill's and when later on I'd formed the BSMA with John Wheddon et al we needed somewhere to fly and Roger let us use his field by the old RAF runways.

     Anthony Gemmill's main fame to claim in Yatesbury was organising a huge charity concert event to raise money for the Yatesbury Church roof restoration. I think that was the summer of 1976 because the day it was held the skies opened and it poured for the first time in about 3 months. It was two years later, in ’78, that I flew the Estes kit. Acker Bilk was the main attraction at the concert, which was held in old RAF hangar. It turned out that he had been stationed there. I only find out quite recently that my father had been too. Arthur C Clarke had apparently spent time there too.I don't know about. John Pitfield and some of his cronnies came to the early Yatesbury events. Knowing how he keeps records of everything, he might be able to confirm dates…”
Paul Clark’s foresight in 1978 – unwitting or not, is irrelevant.. – enabled him to keep in touch with Roger Partridge, the manager of the farm adjacent to the Gemmills. Paul became a member of the British Space Modelling Team, for the 1980 World Space Modelling Championships, at Lakehurst-NJ USA. Suitably inspired, he returned home to set up the British Space Modelling Association, advertised this in the Hobby Press – which is where I came in – and organised semi-formal get-togethers of enthusiasts at Plumpton Racecourse, Brighton Racecourse, Petworth Park – the first a model aircraft show, the latter two, kite festivals – and ….YATESBURY, which in the early days was a 2-day event. These events in the ‘80s were normally very successful – with Paul invariably starring in spectacular flights and crashes!  Astonishing, considering that no model rocket kits, building materials and especially MOTORS were available in the UK!!  This is not to say that anything we did was illegal, there was just nothing you could buy to get started.

Time to remember just a few of the personalities from the early days…the late Ric Swan – a company chairman, with many ‘Stateside connections…you kept Ric sweet!! ..Mervyn ‘from Merthyr’ Godfrey, a former tramp!  Alan Perry showed up in the early ‘80s – and some of us can even remember when his 1984 Ford Capri was new!  The late John Stewart came down from Scotland one time – his obituary was well presented by The Times a couple of years ago. Lee Stringer was an embryonic HPR flyer. And John Pitfield – who should be here tonight to tell you himself, but it’s his birthday!  Jonny Pitt is a lifetime devotee who surprised us when he arrived one day with MOTORS!!  …by his own fair hand and called F36-5. Suddenly a lot of us were here to stay.

So much was happening through the 1980s – BMFA affiliation, insurance, stuff becoming available in the shops. But crucially, someone vital appeared – JOHN HARVEY, who took over BSMA meetings and created SERFs…I see a few of you here tonight..  John is what it’s all about – but you all KNOW that!!  I could talk endlessly about SERFs’ meets, epic launches, recoveries, losses, crashes, but I think you know most of the recent history. And this is enough from me anyway.

Heads up…nope, Bottoms up!?!  Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you to charge your glasses and drink a toast to:

· Paul Clark

· Roger Partridge

· John Harvey

And that’s all from me – I wish you all a glorious 2008 and look forward to seeing you - at Yatesbury probably – this summer. Reckon we should all remember Anthony Gemmill too.
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